Heat stress and poultry production: Impact and prevention

HEAT STRESS
In poultry

Difficulty in achieving a balance between body heat production and body heat loss.

Heat Stress: It can occur atall ages and types of poultry.
Climate change makes the challenge of heat stress more difficult to manage.

As a result of heat stress, several physiological adaptations occur such as blood flow redirection, immune system stimulation
and hormones secretion resulting in compromising growth.
Negative effects associated with heat stress include:

Performance Product quality Health
Reduced feed intake Compromised meat and egg quality | Higher mortality
Reduced growth Higher incidence of diseases

Poor feed efficiency
Decreased egg production
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Management, housing conditions and nutrition can influence birds response
to heat stress and improve health, welfare and overall performance.
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